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RUBBISH-RECYCLING
PROJECT

Schoolchildren take action

The NaDEET programme aims to
extend the environmental learning
that occurs at NaDEET Centre back
to the learners home and school com-
munity.

This year Mokaleng RC Combined
School participated in the NaDEET
At-School-Programme (ASP) by initi-
ating a litter pick-up and recycling
campaign around the school commu-
nity. Part of their programme at
NaDEET Centre included activities
to identify a relevant environmental
issue and action steps that the learn-
ers could take to help address this
problem in their community.

Two learners from the grade 7 class
wrote an article for the Golden Mole to
report on what they did.

"Between August and September
some of the Mokaleng RC Combined
School students went for a trip fo
the NaDEET Centre. These students
were some of the grade 6 and 7.
They went with 5 teachers and 1 par-
ent. There at NaDEET we learned
about many things. The person who
took us there is a volunteer teacher
here at our school. At the NaDEET
Centre we talked about trying to
solve some difficult issues, like beat-
ing and stealing, bad words, and then
rubbish. We chose the rubbish be-
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TO CHILDREN:

Although the Namib Desert can almost guarantee [%

sunshine (on average there are 330 days of sunshine|| =
per year), the few cloudy days that do exist seem to
have coincided with the atrival of a school group at |§
NaDEET Centre. To most desert inhabitants this is
a much-needed reprieve from the heat and sun. But
for solar education it is, to say the least, a bit of a
challenge. A good reminder though that the philosophy of “sustainable liv-
ing” includes being flexible and developing alternatives.

To date, NaDEET Centre has hosted four classes from the following schools:
Mokaleng RC Combined School (2 classes), Kamwandi Primary School and
Johannes Dohren High School. For all the children (ranging from 11-19
years) it was their first time in the Namib Desert and for most their first time
on an educational school trip. The school children were all extremely eager to
do, see and learn as much as possible.

The three to four-day programme that each group has participated in aimed to
encourage the learners to examine the way they live and to reevaluate their
relationship with their environment. The programme therefore begins with
exploring our natural resources that provide us with the necessary food, water
and shelter for survival. The participants then investigate the Namib Desert
and how its inhabitants manage to survive in such an extreme climate. Lastly
the learners take their newly developed skills and knowledge to identify ways
that they can take meaningful environmental action to improve their home
community.

Some of the activities that the children have done at NaDEET Centre are:

1. Dune Walk

2. Solar Cooking

3. Water Use Audit
4. Dune Boarding
5. Golden Moles
and Owl: a
predator-prey game




NAMIBIAN ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

(NEEC) COURSE

Prior to 2002 Namibia has not had any
formal courses in Environmental Edu-
cation on a tertiary or professional
level. With funding from the Danish
government, the SEEN (Supporting
EE in Namibia) Project has funded the
development and implementation of a
professional development course for
EE practitioners. NaDEET has been
an implementing partner of the NEEC
course as I am one of two tutors for
the non-formal course participants.

There are seven participants in my re-
gional group with whom I have met for
regional and national workshops. The
participants come from a variety of
backgrounds including a school
teacher, a health and safety officer for a
road construction company and the
National EE coordinator for the Direc-
torate of Youth. As a culminating pro-
ject for the year-long course, the par-
ticipants are currently implementing an
environmental learning programme in
their workplace.

. egiona/ group Windhoek 2003

NEEC takes a broad view of environ-
ment which emphasizes the role of the
social, political and economic sphere
on our natural environment. Partici-
pants are therefore challenged to re-
examine their understandings of envi-
ronmental problems and develop more
appropriate solutions. This course has
been adapted from the Rhodes Univer-
sity EE course in South Africa.

NaDEET’s involvement in NEEC this
year has helped us achieve our aims of
capacity-building in environmental
education.

Viktoria Panlick

NaDEET CENTRE OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS
DOORS

Friday 24 October 2003 brought
smiles to supporters, colleagues,
friends, family and all of us at
NaDEET, as we were able to
share and celebrate the hard work
throughout this past year that has
 |made NaDEET Centre a reality.

The two-hour long ceremony in-
cluded welcoming words from
Elinor Diurr, NaDEET’s manag-
ing trustee, a blessing from Bishop
Reinhard Keding of the German
Evangelical-Lutheran Church in
Namibia and Christiane Berker,
Dr. Ha@@/ Wm'/x {/ye plague as Elinor Diir, NaDEFET Trustee, gave a history

Viktoria Paulick and others look on and much-deserved recogni ton to

all of our supporters.

We are very honoured to have had Dr. Claudia Harvey, UNESCO Di-
rector of Windhoek Office and Representative of UNESCO to Angola,
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland, officially open
NaDEET Centre. Her opening address highlighted the role of
NaDEET in achieving the Millennium Development Goals determined
by all member countries of the United Nations of which environmental
sustainability is one. Dr. Harvey said, “Environmental education is one
of the essential instruments for empowering individuals and communi-
ties to take meaningful action and positively shape their future.”

At the end of her opening address, Dr. Harvey also looked towards
NaDEET’s future now that the ‘first hurdle’ was overcome. “NaDEET
faces at least two challenges, of course. One is its own question of sus-
tainability. One dream of making the Centre live, has been realized.
How to keep it alive and true to its goal of harmony between humans
and the environment is the first challenge. How to ensure that its ser-
vices reach, not only those who have, but those who need, is another.
... For many Namibians, the Namib is just within the reach of the TV
screen, for others, it is still beyond the imagination. NaDEET has the
challenge to ensure that such young Namibians get the opportunity to
see, feel and respect the awe of the place after which their country was
named.”

NaDEET looks forward to tackling these challenges and hopes to re-
ceive the support from all who have made NaDEET Centre in the posi-

tion to do so.
Viktoria Panlick

Thank you

NaDEET office also was fortunate to have two volunteers during this

development year. Elsita Kiekebusch-Steinitz, having a few months to
spare before university, did anything and everything including trying to
find a dung beetle with a fly on it. Daniela Amrein not only developed

the NaDEET website, but also saved my computer from a fatal error!




HEAT, SAND, DREAMS
Raleigh International helps NaDEET

After about two months of building with only four labourers,
there was a lot more to do as plans had grown from tents and
classes under a tree to a proper environmental education cen-
tre. It was necessary to get more help for building so that the
Centre could be completed in time. As I spent lots of
NaDEET’s money for building materials (giving Elinor a
stressful time), it was decided to contact the UK-based or-
ganisation Raleigh International, as we needed volunteers.

Dai Williams, the Namibia country director, came, saw and
sent some troops...

Two Raleigh project staff, Susan Gregory (Marketer for Nes-
tle) and Calum Murray (Scottish Lawyer in London), visited
me confessing no previous building experience. This was fine
with me as I had none as well (two months don’t count) and
my motto developed: “Just use a bit of logic and we’ll be
tine”.

So it started: For three months we had three different groups
of * 15 young people (the Venturers) full of dreams for the
future helping to build NaDEET Centre. Like Baz who
wants to be a social worker
or Matt striving to become
i a pilot. While the Venturers
i came and went after three

o and sand. The Namib De-
o sert  knowledge (at least
concerning the weather)
developed. The Venturers
worked hard through the hot, cold, wet (heavy fog that in
Scotland would count as rain), and sand.

Raleigh Venturers— Phase two

After some time I quickly read the “One Minute Manager” as
getting 23 people (4 employees, 2 staff & numerous Ventur-
ers) organised with limited tools and practically no experience
was quite a challenge. If I loose my hair next year I will blame
it on this. But not only I learned, everybody did. Like: Annet-
jie who thought that it was good enough to measure by say-
ing “plus or minus a few centimetres”, Hugh and Tony who
invented their own plumbing methods which prevented all
water from passing through, Tim and Ann (and everybody
else) who received PhDs in sand digging, Kerry that hardhats
are useful (as did I) and Colin and TJ that although the Na-
mib is not the UK it is not so bad.

Although not everything always went according to plan, the
help and enthusiasm of the Venturers and Raleigh Staff was
amazing and a great help to the completion of the NaDEET
Centre. I thank everyone who contributed to the realisation
of a dream.

Apndreas Keding
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by a learner at Johannes Dobren HS

(Continued from page 1)
cause it could be the most easily solved.
chose rubbish because it is made by people.

We

From the 01 October all the grade 7s and grade
6s made some posters that encourage the shop
keepers, drinkers and other people not to throw
rubbish around the environment. The whole month
the grade 7 and 6 were busy picking up rubbish
around the environment. Before the end of the
competition the grade 7 made a concert that in-
cluded a drama about rubbish. A lot of the stu-
dents were watching it. It was great on that Sat-
urday night. The money that we got from the con-
cert was N$85.00.

On October 31, our teacher Miss Elizabeth called
all the teachers during break to check who wins
the competition. Most of the teachers said that
it's the grade 6 who won. Then on November 11,
Ms. Viktoria came from NaDEET to come and
check the rubbish. With Ms. Viktoria we sepa-
rated the rubbish from glass, scrap metal, tins
and plastics and papers. Then we put the bottles
into bags. We crushed the tins and weighed them.
Miss Viktoria took some of them for recycling in
Mariental. For one kilogram of glass we got N$.05
and for one kg of tin we got N$.10. Our amount
together was N$48.80.

Lindiana Mokhatu & Zenith Mokhatu,
grade 7|
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THE MOLE FILE
Fact No. 12

“Food finding”
The eyeless Golden Mole finds its food by
feeling vibrations (microseismic signals) of the
grass while it is sandswimming. The insects
that the Golden
Mole eats are often
in this grass and also
give off vibrations.
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Convad and Emina Aalpol
Oliver Abraham

Richard § Mary Baines
Alberto Fossatl Bellari

BlOne Bent

o § Karin Bohlie
Tristan Boehme

Manfred § Marilyn Béttger
walter § Karin Bittger

Mave § Fablenne Bovzendorf
Alexandra Brandmayr
valerie Branham

Stmon § Elaine Brown

AlbL § Antje Britckner
Andreas § Mandy) Briickner
Christoff guamtu § Michaela Frey
Hiloa MWL& § Hentle Burger
Bernhard § Dietlinde Butz
Glammaruto § Destree casucel
Sabine Claus

Hermann Cloete

Dawn Collier

Coste Family

Frangoise oe Hemptinne

Els den Tex de Leeuw

DHPS Vorstand
Flrst Natlonal Bank
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INDIVIDUALS (1n alphabetical order)

A Lvan Dedem
Burkhard § ingrid Dobley

Jean-Claude Dumont-Bouvier

Mare Diry

Peter § Helga Dlar

Klaus Dieter § Dovothee Duxmanin
My § Mrs Elffers-wagener
Marianne Fielo

Frans Family

Gottfried qraf

Peter Graef § Dantela Amreln

wW. qrellmanmn

Glsela qremels

Rosalea Hanssen

Simon Hartwig

Claus § Maxi Hinrichsen

Oskar § Jutta Hopf

Ulrich Hoppener

My and Mrs. Hudig van Lennepo
Hawns Peter § Lillle 1sance

Alan tves

Jenny Jarvis

Blrgitte Kehl
Horst § Blrgitte Kemmling
Family Kiekebuseh-stelnitz

witta Kroll

Mr and Mrs. K Leeflang
Dieter § Sust Lels

Rune Lenormand
Achim § Ursl Lenssen
Hilda Couw

Ekkehard § Dorothee Lux
Helnrich Matl

Chantal Massing
Chantal McCabe
Christiane Merigot

llse Meyjer

Erno § Gerdi Mithr
Jean-Mare Montegnies
Ann-Maree O'Neill
Margaret Orol

owngwediva Teacher’s Resource Centre

Marianne Paetzolol

Gertrud Paulick

caia Peterson

Mr angl Mrs Rhodius- van Alphen
Hellee Ritter

Gesehe Roxin

Hoartmut § Daniela Ruppel
Jirgen § Helde Schretber

ORGANISATIONS (in alphabetical order)

lnnovatlon Process
NanmbrRand Conservation Foundation
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PUPKEWITZ <

Sparkasse Rosenhelm
Vulture stud(@ C,Voup
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g Trails
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A spec’wzt thank you to:

Jlrgen & Dorothé Klein
NovlbRand Nature Reserve
wulf & renate Paulick

Pam Shelton

Mr and Mrs Slewertsz van Reeseman
Monlqu vom Sprang

Hans-Eric § Erika sta%

Gevd § Rosemie Steffan

Mr § Mrs Stomps-Schokling
Dletwmar § Gerlinde Tafelmeler
Volker Thullesen

Eric Tournatre

Briony Turmer

"Twenty Reds

Mr § Mrs. van den Eelaart

Mr § Mrs vaw der Does-Lowe
Mawnfred and lrmgaro Viel
wolfgang Vogl

Monlque vom Sprang

Blanca Von Lieves

Joachine § Lori von Prittwitz § Gaffron
Mr and Mrs Vriesendorp-Muller
Raphael wetberg and Christine Koe
Madeletne Wittenbergh-Poussant

wilderness safaris
windhoek Optics

&F

Consortium Fisheries Ltd.

Bernard Plnon
Suzanne van Vilet
Bernard § Magda de wWinter
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Please fill your contact details to receive the newsletter and for our records:

(My own amount)

[ would Likee to support NabEET with the {oLLowLm@ donation:

Donations can be made as a cheque,
postal order or as a bank transfer to:

C.Betker-NaDEET
First National Bank Windhoek-Namibia
Branch Code: 280 172

Account No: 620 451 071 68

or in Europe-Germany

NaDEET

Surname: Name:
Address:
Country: E-mail:

and visiting groups.

Sparkasse Rosenheim
Bankleitzahl: 711 500 00

NB: Please post this form with your donation or copy of bank deposit to:
NaDEET, P.O. Box 31017, Pioneers Park, Windhoek, Namibia

Sponsors will receive our newsletter, which includes updates on current programme activities, site development
Thank you very much! Your help is greatly appreciated!




